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in his own public schools. There are two
defects, however, in the Japanese system. On
the one hand there is no adequate religious basis,
or sanction for the morality taught, and, on the
other, the teachers who expound the text-books
are often men who lack the very moral power
which in a perfunctory way they exhort the
students to seek. When a teacher of loose
moral life or of no moral earnestness expounds
such a rescript and such a text-book, it is a mere
form of conventional propriety. Count Okuma,
the premier, like many of the leaders of Japan,
recognizes this need when he says : " The fatal
defect of the teaching of the great sages of Japan
and China is that while they deal with virtue
and morals they do not sufficiently dwell on the
spiritual nature of man, and any nation that
neglects the spiritual, though it may flourish
for a time, must eventually decay. The origin
of modern civilization is to be found in the
teachings of the Sage of Judea, by whom alone
the necessary moral dynamic is supplied/'

The present morals of Japan are practically
based upon Bushido, or " The Teachings of
Knightly Behaviour." This was the old moral
code of the Samurai. It possessed no written
creed, but taught the duty of self-mastery by
Spartan methods of discipline, based on family
pride and loyalty to family and clan. Bushido